This Confidential Application For

Entrance into the Ministry Care Program

Christian Church in the Upper Midwest (Disciples of Christ)
	Tab or mouse click to next field, not enter Key; Press F1 for help in some fields; Use space bar or click to “check” a box

	


Application is designed to give you the opportunity to provide information to members of the Committee on Ministry who will be considering your request to come under its care. The information you provide will be treated with confidence and only those who need to know will have access to your personal history. Directory Information is not considered confidential and may be used in appropriate Disciple directories.  
DIRECTORY INFORMATION

	Date       (##/##/##)
Gender        
Date of Birth      
Name      
  
     
Occupation      

First  
MI 
Last 


Address      

     

Zip 

     

State  FORMTEXT 

     

City 
Home Phone      
Cell      
Email 
Spouse/Partner’s Name 
 FORMTEXT 

     

Supports my decision to enter ministry Yes    No  FORMCHECKBOX 
 (Explain in Essay)
Marital Status (check all that apply to you) – Single  FORMCHECKBOX 

Married  FORMCHECKBOX 

Separated  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Divorced  FORMCHECKBOX 

Partnered  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Widowed  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

Remarried  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Children       (names & ages in birth order of each of your children: Reflect on any losses in your personal history.  


Which Program are you seeking to enter?  
Commissioned Ministry Education (CMEP) 






Ordination Seminary Track 
FAMILY OF ORIGIN (Enter separate addresses if parents not living together)
	Parent’s Name 
Address 
City       FORMTEXT 

     

State 
Zip      

Step Parent  FORMCHECKBOX 

Deceased  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Parent’s Name 
Address 
City       FORMTEXT 

     

State 
Zip      

Step Parent  FORMCHECKBOX 

Deceased  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Number of children in family of origin 



Church Membership (Reflect on significant churches and pastors in your spiritual development section of your essay)
	Home Church 

Address 
     
Currently Member of (church)      
Pastor      

Address
     
When did you first become a member of The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)? 


EDUCATION

Yr (i.e. Jr, Sr) 
Yr Graduated
Degree
GPA

	High School 
	    
	    
	
	     

	College 
	    
	    
	     
	     

	Grad School      
	    
	    
	     
	     

	Seminary 
	    
	    
	     
	     


UNDERSTANDING
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
I understand that by coming under the support of the Committee on Ministry that I will be required to provide periodic reports.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I understand that if I choose not to continue the pursuit of professional ministry as a DoC minister, I will repay any scholarships and grants received from the region.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I am willing to work in addition to my studies. Describe the type of employment – what you are doing or are willing and able to do 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I understand the requirements for ordination in the Christian Church, (Disciples of Christ) include seminary level coursed in Disciple History and Polity. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I understand that ordination requires one unit of CPE.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I understand that my standing in the Christian Church in the Upper Midwest requires a criminal background check by an agency approved by the Christian Church (Disciple of Christ) at my expense or the expense of a supporting congregation. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I understand that maintaining standing in the Christian Church in the Upper Midwest will require 16 hours of continuing education in ethics, professional boundaries and skills development to insure continued professional development. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I understand that if taken under Care of the Committee on Ministry, I will fill out the Ministerial Profile.


Essay Supporting Materials (Should total approximately 5-10 pages single-spaced)
1. Personal history: Reflect on your life, providing a reasonably full account from earliest memories. Describe your relationships in your family. Include your place in the family and your understanding of how others have affected your development and shaped your life and personality. What meaning have you made of those relationships and experiences? Include any major losses or other life changing/challenging events such as deaths, divorce, illness and relationship changes. This reflection will help the Committee members know you before you meet them in person. 
2. Spiritual development: Reflect on important persons, events, church involvement, pastors and other spiritual leaders that have influenced your sense of calling and your basic beliefs. Included name of churches and church leaders Feel free to name beliefs of which you feel quite certain as well as your uncertainties and your growing edges.
3. Vision of your future in ministry: To what type of ministry do you feel called – Minister/pastor, minister of education or music, missionary, journalism, chaplaincy or other forms of Ministry? Based on your strengths and aptitudes, write about what might seem to be an ideal type of ministry for you. Delineate your strengths and limitations as a part of evaluating your aptitude and vision for your future. You may choose to include the results of any aptitude tests and personality type indicators such as the Meyers Briggs Type Indicator to support your understanding. 
4. Call to Ministry: When did you make the decision to pursue the ministry as a profession? What is your understanding of how you came to this decision? Reflect on your sense of calling – internally, spiritually and how have others validated your sense of calling?
5. Understanding of the Christian Church (DoC): Reflect on your understanding of the central beliefs held by the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Which of these beliefs are most important to you and why? In light of your personality and gifts, reflect on how you expect to promote these beliefs.
6. Resume’ of work history – including volunteer
Do you understand that it will be necessary for you to make periodic reports? 
Would you be willing to repay the amount of the scholarship grant should you decide to go into another vocation at a later time?        
Are you willing to work in addition to your studies?  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Please check this box indicating you understand the requirements for ordination in the Christian                 Church in the Upper Midwest include: 1) the basic seminary courses, 2) a Disciples History and           Polity course, and  3) one basic unit of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE).

    Signature of Applicant (if submitting online, signature may be typed): 
Please request two (2) letters of recommendation ‑‑ one from your minister and one from the chairperson of the church's official Board to be sent to:  


lkcumw@gmail.com or CCUMW Commission on Ministry, 
5064 Lincoln St, Newton, IA 50208

Submit this application along with a completed “Congregation Sponsorship Form.” 
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